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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Is Spring really around the corner?

i We have crocuses coming up in the yard, but they were covered by about
= . 3" of snow this week. That, of course, is not unusual. | did hear a pretty
— loud bird chirping the other morning that didn’t sound like a winter bird, so
‘ maybe some are coming back our way. They may have been surprised at
* the weather, however.
| saw this morning that there was three feet of snow in the Providence, RI, area. A friend of mine who
lives in Fall River, MA, said the snow was deeper than the top of his snow blower blades.

That said, the days are getting longer and before long we can get our cars out. Mine has wintered at
a remote location, so | haven'’t seen it for months. | do need to get it to my garage for some
maintenance before the touring season arrives.

Sully planning is well underway. There are some changes to the layout at Sully that none of us are
particularly happy about. We will continue to press for modifications, but the Sully staff seems pretty
set on the changes, which means no Model A’'s on the lawn in front of the house and no tent to give
out trophies there.

We still have a critical need for volunteers. | think the most significant positions are filled, but we can
always use more help. We will have a call for car show judges going out.

One of the biggest changes will be the migration to an on-line registration system. Greg Shepherd is
working on getting that up and running. There will be fees to do this and we will probably increase
the registration fee in order to cover those costs. At $10, registration was a bargain, so a small
increase shouldn’t impact registration to any great degree. We will still have the option for a mail-in
registration for those who want to use that method.

| want to finish with a few words of appreciation for all that Bill Benedict did for the Club over the
years. He was the quiet engine behind Sully registration for maybe thirty years, so he was a
significant cog in the Sully machine. | saw him at a meeting not long ago and it’s hard to believe we
lost him so quickly. Condolences to Carol and family on their loss.

Milford

FROM THE EDITOR

Last month | spent a healthy amount of time looking for photos of Judy Worsham to include with the
article about her. | carefully put them in a separate file so | could grab them all at once and plug them
into the Script. Then | promptly forgot | had them and a week later sent out the Script without them...
until | woke up one morning 2 days after I'd sent the issue off to Jeff to send out. So I've inserted
them in this month’s issue to remind us of how much she was involved with the Club.

I've been so happy to finally have a reliably starting Model A that | went out to my garage last Sunday
to take her for a spin. | disconnected the trickle charger, turned on the gas flow, made sure my fuse
was good and properly inserted, and climbed in. | turned on the key, pressed the starter and ...
nothing. It wasn’t even turning over. This usually means I've forgotten to do something crucial, but
I’'m at a loss to know what. | guess it’s time for Milford to come over and bail me out—again.
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FROM THE SMOKE FREE AMERICAN LEGION POST

Special Board Meeting
February 18, 2026

President Milford Sprecher called the Special GWC Board Meeting to order
at 5:32 PM. Board members in attendance: Milford Sprecher, Don White,
Doug Tomb, Michael DiBerardino, Valerie Faircloth, Bill Sims, Jeff VanGorder, Blane Adcock, and
Dave Greenwood. We had a quorum. Stan Johnson, Jim Gray and John Doughtery attended to
participate in the discussion because of their unique insight from attending and/or leading previous
annual car shows at the Sully historic site.

This was a special Board meeting to discuss whether we should proceed with the annual car show at
the Sully historic site in 2026.

Annual Meet: Michael outlined the status of activities, need for volunteers and changes requested by
the Park Authority to the LOA.

Bill Benedict’s recent passing has created an urgent need to fill the registration position. We also
have openings for leads of the Snow Cones and Chief Judge. The changes to the LOA will require us
to remove all activities from the yard area around the Sully Mansion and to set up on Saturday before
the show instead of the Friday before.

After some brief clarifications, Doug made a motion to proceed with the show, it was seconded by
Valarie. The discussion was lengthy. Jim Gray, Jim’s daughter and Jeff VanGorder will coordinate
the judging. Milford has contacted Greg Shepherd about adding online registration and e-payment to
the GWC website. Greg indicated it was possible and has some draft pages. There was a lengthy
discussion about what forms of payment will be used and the fees. Michael has also identified an
independent software system that could handle it for a fee, about 4% plus card processing fees. This
would require increasing the registration fees. It was also discussed that we will still accept mail-in
registrations, but we expect most will be online.

Dave said his preliminary layout is that we could move the Model As to the entry paved area where
the Car Corral was previously located and the Judges, registration and awards tent could be
combined into one location. This area would provide some shade and would prominently display the
Model As to registrants. One disadvantage is that during awards there will likely be a lot of exit traffic
on the access road.

The car corral and flea market could be combined into one area. The recommendation was to cancel
the flea market and car corral. It was discussed that this requires manpower and because the site will
be split, little foot traffic would likely reduce fleas market buyers. This would also eliminate the need
for an ATM and its associated fees.

It was also recommended that we allow Model A Hot Rods as a class.

Milford and Michael will again discuss with the Park Authority about the use of the yard area.

After the discussion, the Board voted 8 to 1 to proceed with the Car Show at the Sully Historic site.
The regular Board meeting will be on February 25. The meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM

Dave Greenwood
Secretary



GWC’'S FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING

22 Members and guests attended in person and 3 online, yes you missed the Car Show briefing and
an informative presentation on Ford’s shift from Woody Wagons to military gliders.

President Milford Sprecher opened the meeting at 7:32 with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Milford informed the attendees of Lifetime Member Bill Benedict’s passing, and we observed a
moment of silence and remembrance. Bill and Carol were very active in GWC and ever present at our
events. For 30 years Bill led the Sully car show registration so was well known by regional car
enthusiasts. He will be sorely missed. (See p. 8.)

Michael DiBerardino, Annual Event Chair, updated us on the June 21 Sully Car Show. The Board has
agreed to go forward with the show but with changes. We will be eliminating the Car Corral and Flea
Market to reduce the number of volunteers required to run the event. We will also be primarily using
an online registration system. Jeff VanGorder will be providing a list of volunteer positions so that
members can sign up early. Changes to the show’s layout are that the Model As will now be located
prior to the registration tent where the Car Corral used to be. This will provide some tree cover and
shade. The awards tent will be combined with registration and judges, located near the entrance.
There will be no activities in the Mansion yard area, so the show will be held on the lower fields.

Treasurer: Doug said the draft budget was printed in the January Script and the Board is seeking
comments and will adjust and approve at the February Board meeting.

Activities: Val gave us a summary of activities for March and April; those will be outlined in the Script.

Mileage Program: Dave said he still has three members who have not reported mileage. The report
is due February 28 to MARC. Anyone not reporting will be listed as zero miles for the year.

From the floor: Clem Clement said there is need of a team to rescue Bill Weinig’s Sport Coupe. We
are seeking volunteers to help.

Club tools: the Board will be considering a budget to construct a new shed to house the equipment
and tools on Michael DiBerardino’s property.

The meeting paused at 8:15 for refreshments.

Stan Johnson presented a very informative overview of how Ford adjusted production to shift the
Woody Wagon fabrication plant in Kingsford toward manufacturing gliders for the war effort.
www.menomineemuseum.com Stan visited the Iron Mountain Glider and Military Museum on the
Upper Peninsula, Michigan, and walked through photos from that trip. The Model CG-4A gliders
supported the Army in many parts on the war effort in Europe and the Pacific. They were not only
silent, but the troops were immediately deployable as a unit once they landed. Each glider was
constructed of a metal and wood frame, wood- and fabric-covered, and could hold 13 troops or a
variety of cargo, a Jeep, a 75mm howitzer or a trailer. Ford manufactured 4,190 of the 13,900 gliders
for the war effort at a cost of $14,891 per glider, far below the $25,000 budgeted.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.
Dave Greenwood
Secretary
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FROM A VIRTUAL ROOM

Board Meeting
February 25, 2026

President Milford Sprecher called the GWC Board Meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
Board members in attendance: Milford Sprecher, Don White, Doug Tomb, Valerie
Faircloth, Bill Sims, Bill Bass, Jeff VanGorder, Michael DiBerardino, and Dave
Greenwood. Bill Bass had to leave early and gave his Proxy to Milford so that we
could maintain a quorum.

Club Tools: The Board wants to move forward with consolidating the Club tools at Michael’'s home. It
was discussed if we should consider a mobile cargo trailer to shelter the tools. Locating a trailer on
Michael’s property was not acceptable. He will come back to the Board with a proposal for a shed-
type building that will be acceptable on his property. We discussed that we should not continue to
store the Smith Air Compressor but rather sell it to help offset the cost of building the storage shed at
Michael’s. Bill Bass made a motion, seconded Jeff VanGorder, that we sell the compressor, use the
funds from the sale to build/ buy the storage building, that the Club will pay 50% of a reasonable cost
of the new storage shed and that if Michael sells the property in the future, he will reimburse the Club
for its portion of the shed’s building cost. The motion was unanimously approved. Dave reviewed with
the Board the Bylaw’s section on disposal of Club property. Milford will appoint a committee to
determine a price and process to sell the compressor.

MARC 2027/ 2028 meet hosting by the GWC Region: Bill reported back from the MARC board that
they would be interested in GWC hosting the 2028 meet and tour and possibly just a spring 2027 tour.
It was unclear of the scope of a tour versus a meet. The tour guidelines follow the AACA guidelines
and Bill will obtain a copy to share. There is some interest in hosting, so Bill will invite Jim Zimmer
from MARC to speak with the Board and answer questions. We will hold a special online Board
meeting to discuss as soon as Bill can get it scheduled. One concern raised was if we do the 2028
event, we will have a spring event (MARC), Sully show and then the Gilmore Model A 100"
anniversary event in the fall.

2026 Christmas Party: Valerie is exploring changing the location of the next party to the Embassy
Suites near Tysons Corner, VA. It appears that they have competitive pricing. She will check on their
ability to have the party on Saturday, December 12, from 12:00—5:00. She will also visit the facility
for a luncheon to sample the menu and report back to the Board at the next meeting on details.

Annual Meet at the Sully Plantation: Milford reported that Greg Shepherd, our webmaster, sent him
a summary of the GWC website modifications to allow online registration for the Sully Car show. The
system will increase cost, but it appears to be a reasonable price compared to similar systems. We
could also use the system to pay GWC dues in the future. The pricing includes an annual $240
subscription, a 2.9% surcharge on transactions and a $0.30 per transaction fee. Milford will send out
a draft of the web page and details. Dave made a motion, seconded by Valerie, to authorize Michael,
the event chair, to proceed with adjusting the entry fees to cover the additional costs and finalize the
brochure with changes as he determines necessary. The motion was approved unanimously. Michael
needs volunteers to lead the manual part of registration and other positions; more to follow.

Bill Sims will update the Script to show Don White as the Librarian.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM

Dave Greenwood
Secretary



GWC 25 YEARS AGO (MARCH 2001)

On the cover is a picture of member Joe Krafft's Model A Fords (yes, two of them) at
the George Washington Parade in Alexandria, VA, in February. Wow, back then they
even drove these cars in the winter! It looks like the parade was well attended and
held on a sunny day.

In the From The President’s Desk, President Jon Phillips spoke about getting your
Model A ready for the coming driving season. That year, the Club was planning to
caravan out to the MAFCA National Meet in Cincinnati, OH.

Jon also mentioned the two great national clubs, MARC and MAFCA, and encouraged members to
belong to both. Jon also mentioned that MAFFI was an important organization to join, and that
member Stan Johnson was the editor of their newsletter.

In the From The Editor column, Editor Bill Sims mentioned the Club Spring Tour out to Fauquier
County, and up thru Aldie, VA. Bill also asked members to send him their stories of Model A
adventures they have had that would be of interest to members.

In the Report from the Board Meeting, familiar names were present—Dan and Donna Lyons, Howard
Minners, Stan Johnson, Dave Henderson, Jim Gray, Bill Sims, and Luke Chaplin. Luke was
scheduled to give a presentation on troubleshooting Model A electrical problems at the Monthly
Meeting.

In the Sunshine Report, Clem Clement announced that he had his “Model A Phaeton” for sale, (some
assembly required). In the For Sale section, he noted it was “87.536% complete”.

The MARC Driving Awards were announced, and for 2000, there were 19 names on the list. Again,
they mentioned that the drive to Cincinnati would add miles for the award.

Howard Minners had a long article, “Recalling An Era,” about the early start of Model A Ford
production by Henry Ford. Howard chronicled the startup of production, from the many Ford
assembly plants in the USA (all by the end of March 1928), and later all overseas too.

In The GWC 25 Years Ago column (1976), they were preparing for another “Sulley” (spelled it wrong)
with Bill Worsham as Meet Chairman, and Bill Benedict as Registration Chairman.

The drive to Cincinnati included a stop in West Virginia on the way. The reserved hotel was $54.86
per night ($46.99 with the Group Rate). They planned to stop there going, and on the return trip. The
trip was organized by Jim and Carol Cartmill.

There was a Spring Tour planned to Fauquier County, then to Aldie, as well as an overnight tour to St.
Michael’s, MD.

Coming Events were a visit to the Tucker Museum in Alexandria, before it closed.

Classified ads listed a 1931 LaFrance Fire Truck, 1960 Thunderbird, 1965 Lincoln convertible, 1985
VW Camper, 1928 AR Model A Phaeton Kit (Clem), among others. The George Washington Chapter
in action.

Doug Tomb
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LIFE MEMBER BILL BENEDICT PASSES

We members of the GWC were stunned and deeply saddened to learn of
Bill Benedict’s passing on February 12, 2026, just a few weeks shy of his
March 15t 81t birthday.

Bill was a US Navy Vietnam veteran, a stationary engineer, a family, sports
and car guy, a GWC Life Member, and a genuinely good guy.

| was fortunate to have worked with Bill at Sully nearly every year since |
joined the club 30 years ago. | worked especially close with Bill in the
dozens of years | was involved in running Sully, judging at the show, and
sometimes both.

At the celebration of Bill’s life on the 28" of February at the Sterling United Methodist Church, it was

obvious that the vacuum Bill has left was not only in the GWC, but in Carol’s life and the lives of his
family, his church, and his friends.

Bill and Carol were a tight team in marriage and life, and a focused and well organized registration
team that brought all the cars to Sully. Together “Team Benedict” mailed out hundreds of registration
brochures and then sorted and organized the hundreds that came back with car and driver
information and a check. Each registration identified a driver and a car, requiring annotation in Bill’s
registration book, information he then passed on to the judging team so that they could prepare a
parking and a judging plan. Bill's book was then used to assemble the hundreds of unique registration
packets that, on Sully morning, would be handed to each car as it arrived at the show field. These
packets included information on where to park, a dash plaque, a pre-purchased show pin, and
sponsor information. Most importantly, these packets were used by team Benedict’s old car parking
team to park each car in its assigned location. With upwards of 400 cars on the show field, this entire
registration and parking effort on the day of the show was a monumental task that had to be
completed in 2 hours. But the unflappable Team Benedict always got it done. Year after every year we
counted on Bill and Carol to reach out to our show cars, get them registered and get them on the
show field. And year after year, Team Benedict did not disappoint.

Please keep Carol; their children, Lisa (Carl) Maine and Aaron Benedict; his grandchildren, Jacob
Maine, Caden Maine, Michael Maine, Ellie Maine, Brian Benedict and Cody Benedict in your thoughts
and prayers.

In the military you might hear: “If you want to know how much you’ll be missed, pull a handful of water
out of a bucket and look at the hole you left.” In Bill's case, he emptied the bucket; he’s that rare
person who'll be deeply and truly missed.
Jim Gray
Sunshine Chair

Bill's obituary can be viewed here: https://www.adamsgreen.com/obituaries/William-Harrison-
Benedict-Jr?obld=47250138

Image courtesy of Adams Green
More photos on the next page.
>>>>>>>



At the Memorial
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GEORGE WASHINGTON CHAPTER 2025 APPROVED BUDGET - AS OF 2/28/2026

OPERATING BUDGET
#2

Budgeted Income Contact 2025 Actual 2026 ACTUAL 2026 FEB
Membership VanGorder | S 3,133.00 S 590.00 S 100.00
Misc Income (Donations) Tomb S 89.00 S 1,369.96 S =
Programs & Technical Seminars White S - $ - S -
Club Tours & Activities Faircloth S 2,400-00 S 860.00 S -
Script Advertising Bass S 550.00 $ - S -
Hands on Seminars, Repair Leonard S - S n S -
Sully Income Gray S 10, 151.50 $ - S -

Total Income $ 16,323.50 | $ 2,819.96 | $  100.00

Budgeted Expenses
Membership VanGorder S 440.20 S - S -
Club Programs White S 855.92 S 15.40 S 15.40
Club Tours & Activities Faircloth $ 9,343.06 $ - S -
Tool Shed / Tools (Vacant) S 81.93 S - S -
Sully Car Show Expenses DiBerardino $ 4, 667.61 $ - S -
Web Hosting Expense Shepherd S 189.22 S n S -
Presidents Fund Sprecher $ 1,021-50 $ 1,292-85 S 1,292-85
Secretary Supplies + Zoom Greenwood S 167.90 S 167.90 S -
Treasurer Supplies &

Insurance Tomb S 3,207.50 S 405.00 S 405.00
Total Expenses S 19,974.84 ‘ S 1,881.15 ‘ S 1,713.25
UNDER/(OVER) Revenue -S 3,651.34 S 938.81 -S 1,613.25

>>>>>>>
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2026 CONTRIBUTION BUDGET

MAFFI Board S -
MODEL A YOUTH REST AWARD Board S -
SCHOLARSHIP Board $ 1,500.00
AFRH Board S 500.00
MILEAGE AWARD EMBLEM Board S 263.92
TOTAL S 2,263.92
WELLS FARGO BANK CD + RESERVE FUND (Information only)
WELLS FARGO ONE YEAR + CD Board S 10,781.73
WELLS FARGO PART YEAR + CD Board S 10,000.00
S 20,781.73
Total Expenses $ 22,238.76
Sum Income and Expenses -S 5,915.26
Current Bank Balance, as of 2-28-2026 S 7,000.10
Beginning of year Balance (01-01-2026 Actual) S 6,061.29

Mike’s “A” Ford-able Parts

: € "“ } ? es *Restoration and W A *Automotive
Repair LTS "
124 Model A Drive, Maysville, GA 30558 ’ m
mail: mike@mikes-afordable.com - www.mikes-afordable.com 5 1 — * 5
: Fax: 706 652 2492 - Phone: 706 652 3866 "Automotive M Aummmt}
1888 TRY MIKE (819 6453) Storage Transportation

Autamative Ecslaration

[703) 965-1715

Specialising in 1928 - 1931 Model A Ford Parts
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JUDY WORSHAM REMEMBERED

(Below are photos | dug out and then neglected to include with last month’s obituary.—ed.)
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THE MAFFI MINUTE

Punxsutawney Phil may say that spring is still 6 weeks away,
but at the museum, spring cleaning has already begun!

We are excitedly moving forward with continuing to get
everything ready for guests and school groups to come
experience our hobby.

We have rolled out a new order form for the My-A-Program, which is a great way to donate back to
the museum. Val Maron can be reached at TheMyAProgram@gmail.com or call her at (847) 951-
5858 for details.

We have been busy at the museum with beginning to plan the 2026 Model A Days, and wow! It is
going to be a phenomenal experience! The theme, dates, and information will be released on March
15", so keep an eye out for an email from MAFFI or on social media.

Finally, we are getting ready to release information on our sweepstakes car for this year, and it is an
absolutely breathtaking car! More information will come out in March as well.
Keep on motoring!
John Grossheim
Trustee and Secretary of MAFFI

I NoS URANCE

Since the 1960s, J.C. Taylor has been America's
premier specialty insurance provider for classic cars,
antigue autos, modified, and custom vehicles.

headlight

=~ —=
™ NoHassuss. ™
(OMPETITIVE PRICING.
I IGREED VALUE. !

\
R INSURANCE _4
_-“‘-—...’/

JCTAYLOR.COM/MODELA 888-845-0157

e e ¥ Gaslight Auto Parts &2
800.242.6491 R

www.GaslightAuto.com Urbana, OH

[.C. TAYLOR |
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LEAF SPRINGS AND WINDSHIELD WIPER MECHANISM - PART 1

On Saturday February 21, a group of us headed over to Michael DiBerardino’s home to complete two
missions. One was to add a windshield wiper mechanism to his 1930 Model A Fordor. The second,
and more pressing matter, was to replace the front leaf springs. Helping Mike were John Dougherty,
Dave Greenwood, James Kolody, Val Faircloth, and prospective member Jess.

The reinstallation of the windshield wiper mechanism was made a bit more complicated by the fact
that one of the previous owners had removed the mechanism and had filled all the holes that were
running the vacuum hose and connections. The windshield was removed and placed safely on the
workbench for Mike to redrill the holes that once lived there.

The replacing of the front leaf spring was not without its surprises too! The hood, radiator with
shroud, and apron were removed and then we began the task of getting the front axle released. The
last Pitman Arm was removed and the front axle was free. It was set carefully on two jack stands and
as we all stood back staring at it, we all saw the same thing. The front axle was bent on the
passenger side and had two deep gouges from where the worn shackles had been rubbing for who
knows how long. So, what started as a leaf spring replacement has turned into a full front-end rebuild.
John said he thought he had 2 axles behind his shed and James has several at his shop, so Mike
might not have to go to too much trouble to find one!

Now, back to the original mission. We pulled the front leaf springs from the frame and low and behold,
they were in bad shape. What is supposed to be a set of 10 leafs was only 9 and the bottom one had
a crack clean through it. Mike had acquired a “new” set of springs from the late Tom Terko’s shop that
had all 10 springs and looked to be in good condition.

With an impending snowstorm moving our way, we decided it was a good place to stop for the day
and get the entire front end set aside to pull the modern car back into the garage.
Val Faircloth & Mike DiBeradino

AT - A

14



The Model @ Restorers Club, Inc.

THE punning BOARD REPORT

From Tom Hovetter, President and Jim Zimmer, Director of Regions

March 2026

M embers, we are now offering a MARC digital membership on a promotional basis for 12 months at
$30. You get all of the privileges of full MARC membership except that the Model A News is only
available on the MARC website. This promotional offer is in addition to our FREE 12 month digital member-
ship for members of your Region who have never been MARC members previously. Call the office at 734-
427-9050 to enroll.

Don't forget that we have some additional membership options to our regular 12 month membership.
-Junior Membership, for young adults between the ages of 18-25, digital Model/ A News. FREE!

-Surviving Spouse Membership, for those who wish to continue to participate in club activities, digital Model
A News. $15.

-Complimentary Membership, to attend a specific MARC event including dignitaries, vendors, companions
or others not involved in the hobby. No other benefits except ability to attend events and MARC liability in-
surance. FREE (short duration).

-Temporary Membership, for speakers, vendors, others who profit from the event. No other benefits except
ability to attend the event and MARC liability insurance coverage. $15 (Board approved required)

Are you following Model “A” Restorers Club on Facebook? Our new social media strategy has explod-
ed the number of views, viewers and visits by almost 1000%. People who follow our postings are up
by an even higher percentage. Younger viewers, the next generation of MARC members, are talking about
the cute video clips and showing more interest in our hobby. Many thanks to our development team and our
new Facebook administrators!

R egarding our new social media strategy, our website development team continues to add new fea-
tures to our website. Members can now register for the upcoming French Lick National Meet on our
website. No more mailing/lost registration forms, hard to read names and addresses and addition errors.
Just log in to the MARC website and scroll down to French Lick 2026 online registrations, click read more
and it will take you to the registration form. Electronic payment is welcome, or you can still send a check!

(g old weather has delayed or cancelled many Region events. Time now to get your cars ready to at-
tend MARC's spring Finger Lakes Tour/Membership Meet. There are still a few registrations availa-
ble so plan to make yours today.
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NEW BURTZ ENGINE
(Editor’s note: the late Chuck Kunstbeck, a GWC member, submitted this article in May 2024, but it’s still timely.)

This is a story about a 1931 Model A Ford Coupe owned by Chuck and Karilyn Kunstbeck. They
brought me home July 5, 1972, having purchased me from Vaughn Ferguson of Vienna, Virginia.
Vaughn had purchased me from a used car lot in Falls Church, Virginia, circa 1961. Ferguson was a
very interesting guy. He was a mechanic on loan to the White House from Ford Motor Company.
Wherever the President went, the United States or overseas, Vaughn was there to make any repairs
that the fleet of limousines needed. He worked for five presidents, from Truman to Nixon.

My owners have taken me to many car shows and driven me on many tours. Car shows are one-day
events. Tours last for about 5 days. The longest one was 9 days from Northern Virginia to
Chattanooga, Tennessee, a 1700-mile round trip.

The rest of the story: Chuck saw an ad in one of the national Model A magazines about an engineer
in California by the name of Terry Burtz who had designed a new Model A engine. Terry laser-
scanned the outside and had the block cast. Burtz felt the hobby needed a new engine because the
original blocks, being almost 100 years old, were not rebuildable due to their age. Some had cracked
blocks, needed re-bored or cylinder inserts. Below is the ad that caught Chuck’s eye.

5-MAIN MODEL A BLOC
New Five Main Beormg Engine Design $4000
New Four Forged Connecting Rods Included
New Dynamically Belanced Crankshaft inciuded
New Lightened Flywheel $375
New Five Bearing Touring Camshaft $400
® New 6.5 High Compression “stock” Cylinder Head $400

Lot
4

The fully machined BURTZ BLOCK is oil pressurized and made with modern grade cast
iron & incudes hardened exhaust valve seats & cam bearings. The balanced crankshaft has
8 counterweights and is supported by five, 2" diameter main bearings. The forged connecting
rods are designed for standard Model A pistons and have 2" diameter bearings. The block has in
total 16 pressurized bearings fed from a main oil galley. All assembly parts are standard Model A parts
and "off the shelf". The crankshaft accepts a standard Model A flywheel and utilizes a rear main radial

lip seal to prevent oil leaks. All components neaded to complete the build are stock 1928 to 1931

Model A engine parts. The optional new 6.5:1 compression ratio head is made from modern material, the
exterior was derived from a laser scan of an original head, the machined surfaces are from arg®
m Ford drawing A-6050, the cooling water flow at the rear of the cylinder block is

& increased, and all 4 water pump stud holes ore blind.
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Oder Now!
Price + ship/sales tax when upphccble
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Call (540)7

Chuck bought my Burtz, which included the following:
Block kit: $4,000 includes 4 forged connecting rods and dynamically balanced crankshaft.
S>S>>>>>
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NEW BURTZ ENGINE (Cont.)

Additional cost: lightened flywheel $375, five-bearing touring camshaft $400, 6.5 high compression
“stock” cylinder head $400.

Some upgraded information: The block is oil-pressured and made with modern-grade cast iron and
includes hardened exhaust valve seats and rod bearings. All assembly parts are standard Model A
parts. Additional parts needed were purchased: pistons, valves, water pump, oil pump and
miscellaneous small parts.

Assembly began by holding Saturday seminars at the garage, working about 3 hours each Saturday.
There were as many as 35 “wrenchers” working on me. Club members donated some parts: valve
cover, starter and oil pan. The progress was slowed due to extreme summer heat in Tallahassee. My
old engine was removed and my new Burtz installed. | heard my wrenchers say they had a great
time and looked forward to coming every Saturday. This was truly a club project. My old engine was
rated at 40 horsepower. Burtz is 60. While | may go faster, reliability was the goal. Burtz has
achieved that and more. I'm performing like you would expect from a NEW engine—starts every time
and runs smooth, like a Singer sewing machine.
Honeybun
1931 Model A Ford Coupe

FREE CATALOG US.A Only

888-262-5112

snydersantiqueauto.com
12925 Woodworth Road o New Springfield, OH 44443
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STOP THAT OIL LEAK

(Taken from How to Restore Your Model A, 2nd Edition, complete from The Restorer.)

Does your Model A leave oil on the driveway? One of the biggest problems with the Model A Ford
was, and still is, the persistent main bearing oil leak. But there is a solution to the problem. You can
stop that oil leak by following all the steps outlined here; but do not skip any or you will be wasting
your time. A little background on the engine will prove informative and show why the problem with the
rear main exists.

The flywheel in the Model A weighs several times that of flywheels in modern cars. Thus dips, hard
bumps, sudden stops and quick starts throw a tremendous amount of weight on the rear main.
Sudden starts and stops tend to slam the flywheel backward and forward against the bearing thrusts.
As they get looser, the harder the pounding. This can continue until the vibration and pounding
breaks up the babbits and then the bearing is gone. When this happens there is only one recourse
and that is to have them repoured and align-bored. A close inspection will determine the condition of
the main bearing.

At this point it will be necessary to have the crankshaft “miked” (measured with micrometer) to
determine if it is flat - that is, out-of-round.

The center main will be worn more than the other two, normally. This is also the first bearing to go
under hard driving conditions. The reason for this is the heat is greatest at the center of the engine
and the babbit tends to soften there first, plus the fact the center main has to help hold the pressure
each time the engine fires for all cylinders.

Assuming that the babbit hearings are sound and the crankshaft is within acceptable tolerance, we
can turn our attention to the tightening of the main bearings.

A. Make sure the aluminum seal in the block is tight and a seal between it and the block is made.
Permatex gasket cement will do the job fine. The reason for this is, oil can "blow by" this seal of it is
loose in the block.

B. Place the crankshaft back in the block. End play of the shaft should be between .002 and .004
of' an inch. The Ford Service Bulletin for February 1928 states .004 to .007 of an inch. However, this
is more than actually required. If more than this is encountered, a good re-babbiter can build up the
old bearing thrusts at reasonable cost. Remember also that too much end play in a crankshaft lets
the shaft act as an oil pump as it moves back and forth. Back pressure in the crankcase helps move
the oil out but not in.

C. Start with the rear main first. Because this is our area of trouble we will be extra careful here
as to its proper fit. Place the two rear main bolts in the block. Next place the shims (equal amount on
each side) over the bolts. Inspect carefully to see that the front and rear section of tile shims touch the
crankshaft simultaneously. If shim rocks, this will create a hole at the rear of the main. and you must
file or cut out around the outer side of the bolt hole to allow shim to move in and touch the shaft.

You will notice that at the front and back of the shim there is a bulb type end. This will match
the "closed” section of the back and front part of the rear main. This is designed to hold oil in the main
and lubricate the shaft. Under no condition will shims be used that have been modified to allow
tightening of the rear main without removal of the cap. This allows oil to seep out by the bolt into the
flywheel housing.

>S>>>>>>
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STOP THAT OIL LEAK (Cont.)

D. Inspect the rear bearing cap to make sure it has the large oil return tube without ball check.
Make sure all dirt and carbon is removed from the tube as well as the trough at bottom of bearing. Do
not alter tube or bearing cap in any way. Tighten rear bearing to .001 clearance. Plasti-gage is
available at most auto parts stores to indicate when bearing is tight. Crankshaft can be turned by
hand at this setting by gripping the throws and turning.

Remember also, you can have a tight crank and still not have a good seal unless the bearing fits to
.001 all the way around the shaft. A simple home test is to use machinist's blue dye.

Also keep in mind that if the engine is in poor condition and you are experiencing a lot of blow-by, the
trough and open return tube tend to let pressure blow oil out the back main. The only cure for this is
complete rebuilding of the engine. Incidentally, on a new rebuilt engine, you will get some blow-by
until the rings have seated.

Some restorers have had good success with the moulded seal now being manufactured and available
from most parts houses. No modification is required of the engine. The only thing to watch here is to
be extremely careful to see that none of this seal mashes out between block and bearing cap.

Do not starve the rear main by closing off the oil line leading to the main. This definitely is not
recommended as oil to the mains are gravity fed and this is the reason the center main goes first,
because a big enough volume of oil cannot move through it. The oil not only lubricates but cools the
bearing. There is only one hole for the oil to reach the rear mains. There are no others leaving them.

E. Now loosen rear main nuts one full turn and tighten center main using same procedure. Of
course, on the front two mains you do not have to worry about placement of shims against the
crankshaft.

F. Loosen center main nuts one full turn and tighten front main. After fitting up front main, go back
and re-tighten other two key nuts and the job is complete.

G. Now with all connecting rods installed, our next critical oil leak area is at the rear of the pan.
Normally the thick cork gasket across the back of the rear main is too long. Simply cut it off where
both ends touch the block until there is no bulge in middle. Install pan using sealers.

H. Another area of oil leak is at the front crank pulley. If the pulley is loose on the shaft, two things
can happen. Oil will flow out between shaft and inner wall of pulley. The loose pulley will also bore
out a new seal fast. The original pulley was very snug on the crankshaft. If you still have the original
pulley and a groove is worn in it at the seal area, it would be better to have it built up with brass and
then machined than to buy a reproduction.

Now you can take that Model A out on the road and enjoy it more. And after your trip you will be
returning to the cleanest driveway in town.

Check List
1-Tight upper seal in block,
2-Good bearing surface on mains.
3-No end play in crankshaft over .007.
4-Shims moved over light against crankshaft.
5-Clean trough and return tube.
6-Clean breather pipe.
7-Tight-fitting front pulley.
By Verle Smith
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

March

March 11 (24 Wednesday) — CDC Breakfast — Fair Oaks Silver Diner — 12251 Fair Lakes
Parkway — 9am

March 14 — (Saturday) AACA Chesapeake Region Swap Meet - Howard County
Fairgrounds (2210 Fairgrounds Road, West Friendship, MD 31794) —
https://chesapeake.aaaca.com

March 14 — Mason Dixon Gas, Oil, Automotive and Advertising Swap Meet - Great
Frederick Fairgrounds (797 Patrick St., Frederick, MD 22705) - 8am —
http://www.masondixongas.com/ and orangecovintage@gmail.com

March 18 (3" Wednesday) — Monthly Membership Meeting — McLean American
Legion Hall 7:45pm

March 25 (4" Wednesday) — Board Meeting — Zoom 7pm
March 27-28 — Sugarloaf Mountain Region AACA Parts and Swap Meet - Carroll County

Agriculture Center (706 Agriculture Dr., Westminster, MD 31157) - Friday 8am to 4pm
and Saturday 8am to 2pm - Sugarloaf Mountain Region of the Antique Automobile

Club of America smraaca@aol.com and https://www.facebook.com/events/788731128310976

April 2025

TBD Based on Bloom Time — Kenwood Tour of Cherry Blossoms — Bethesda, MD — 11am

April 8 (29 Wednesday) —CDC Breakfast — Fair Oaks Silver Diner — 12251 Fair Lakes Parkway —

9:00am

April 9-11 — AACA Southeastern Spring Nationals — Charlotte, NC - Thur 7am-3pm, Fri 7am-4pm,

Sat 6:30am-5:30pm

April 11 — National Cherry Blossom Parade — Downtown DC — 10am-12pm — contact Jason

Cunningham

April 11 — BRH Point-to-Point Spring Races and Antique/Exotic Car Show — Woodley Farm, 490

Woodley Lane, Berryville, VA — 10:30am-1pm

April 15 (3'9 Wednesday) — Monthly Membership Meeting — McLean American Legion Hall

7:00pm — Jim Cross to give a seminar on “Tricks of the Trade”.

20
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES (Cont.)

e April 18 — Small Parts Day at Jim and Edna Cross’, 39246 Lime Kiln Road, Leesburg, VA —
11am-4pm - Individuals need to bring a lunch and folding chair. Coffee and Donuts will
be provided by the Club in the morning. This is an event where you can get your car
tuned up/adjusted for the 2026 Touring Season.

e April 22 (4t Wednesday) -

Board Meeting — Zoom — 7pm

e April 22-26- Carlisle Spring Small Parts Day — Carlisle Pennsylvania Fair Grounds — Wed-Sat 7am-

6pm, Sun 7am-12pm

e April 25-26 — Participate in Oatlands’ WWI and WWII Technology event — Sat 10am-5pm, Sun

10am-3pm - contact Val Faircloth

e April 25-26 — Gas & Steam Engine Show — Agricultural History Farm Park, Derwood, MD — Sat

10am-5pm, Sun 10am-3pm

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted

Fenders for a ‘30 Tudor. Need all four but will take one or more. Contact John Ryan at 240-271-4097

or john@ryanweb.com

ARI.B MUFFLER o pARTl

ORIGINAL MODEL A FORD EXHAUST SYSTEMS -
MADE PRECISELY T0 THE FORD DESIGN

Al.SO STATION WAGON TAIL PIPES AND

’ FORDSON TRACTOR MUFFLERS (1917- 1936} .

JDAVIS@AMUFFLER COM

AMUFFLER COM

650.279.6609

MITCHELL
M MANUFACTURING

M

Steve & Cyndi Mitchell

Mitchell MFG.

530-458-4500 800-859-2088

www.mitchelloverdrivemfg.com

MODEL A FORD

SYNCHRONIZED-TRANSMISSION  FORD OVERDRIVES/UNDERDRIVES

VINTAGE CAR OVERDRIVES 1928-1948

P.O. Box 925 1157 Parker St.-

Colusa, CA 95932
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Rusty Rentsch
CERTIFIED AGENT ®

703-209-4359
Rusty.Rentsch@autoappraisal.com
Northern Virginia to Frederick Maryland

Auto Appraisal Group Inc.
Toll Free 800-848-2886 Fax 888-575-9319 www.autoappraisal.com

RENNER'S

/
CORNER 7%

Specializing in 1928 thru 1934
4 cylinder
ParTs & REBUILD KiTS -

David Renner

734-428-8424

www.rennerscorner.com



May 11 — 14
MARC NATIONAL TOUR
Hosted by Finger Lakes Region of MARC

O Rpe Z
Penn Yan , NY E.?;glé"!__l"}s May 11-May 14, 2026

2026 MAFCA National Convention
May 31 - June 7, 2026
Pendleton, Oregon
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July 12 --

SAV ME MMHHHH
Tag 2026 MARC Narionat Meen

Tae Macniricence o French Lick
“Historic Hoosrzr Hosprratry”

Hosteo 8v Hooster Hitts MoogtA Cioe & Corowsus Inorawa Mooie A Cros

Recisten Tonav By Cavvine Tue Horer Ar 844-241-6361 Give Coor: 0726 MAR

FLAT HEAD FORD REBABBITTING
PRECISION LINE BORING
MODELT, A, B, V8 FORDS
OUR SPECIALTY
ENGINE REBUILDING

Schwalm’s

BABBITTED BEARINGS
ANTIQUE FORD ENGINE REBUILDING

ORA LANDIS (717) 687-6976
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